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COVID-19 UPDATE
All regularly scheduled in-person GPM Calendar events have been
restarted. See page 4 for details. If you have any questions, contact
the event host listed in the calendar. ExCom meetings continue to be
held using Zoom, although some future meetings may be at the Hilton
Garden Inn Phoenix Midtown. All members are welcome to join these
virtual meetings. Details may be found in the GPM Calendar. Two
event hosts have scheduled events using Zoom. Details on p 4.

QUESTION: WHAT WOULD YOU SAY IF WE STOPPED PRINTING THIS
GPM QUARTERLY AND JUST SENT OUT A PRINTABLE PDF ATTACHED
TO AN EMAIL? (We could save over $2000/yr) email a response to
editor@phoenixmensa.org

Treasurer's Report YTD as of 30 Sept 2023

Income 7,134.24
Expenses 4,257.97
CU GPM General Account 12,474.50
CU GPM Savings 55.00

Total $12,529.50

Page 1 of 4



GPM Quarterly Newsletter

GPM ExCom Minutes

Submitted by David Pivin, Recording Secretary

The ExCom meets the 2nd Sunday of each month
primarily by Zoom Teleconference or at the Hilton
Garden Inn Midtown, 4000 N. Central Ave., Phoenix,
at 2 PM (Consult GPM Live Web Calendar for
location ).

ALL MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED
AND INVITED TO ATTEND

July 16, 2023

The meeting was called to order at 2:02 PM as a
Zoom teleconference. Present online were LocSec
Marni Landry [elevated from Assistant LocSec with
the death of David Sebesta]; Recording Secretary
and MAAM Editor David Pivin; Treasurer Jim Delton;
Parliamentarian Gene Holmerud; Members at Large
Lynda Zeise and Judy Herrmann; Members Bill
Taylor, Joice Braden, Steve Broe, Zoe's Kids, Chris
Ingle; Guest Pete Costantino.

Approval of Minutes

ExCom Meeting, 11 June 2023 - Motion to Approve
by Lynda Zeise. Jim Delton seconded. Motion passed
at 2:04.

Old Business

* Member appreciation day 8/13/23 - Dave Sebesta
was going to talk to the hotel. Pete Costantino & Jim
Delton volunteered to get a date setup with the hotel.
Jim moved to authorize a budget of $1000 with option
for LocSec to raise to $1500 to pay for MAD, Judy
Herrmann seconded. Motion passed at 2:23. Having
a PotLuck was suggested as optional. Estimated 80-
100 turnout. Subway subs ($9 footlong) and drinks
including beer/wine.

» Excom Positions: Hospitality Chair Position - Ruth
Forester, Member at Large Position - Seth Forester.
They agreed to serve. Lynda moved to appoint them,
Judy seconded. Motion passed 2:08

* New Member welcoming procedure - to be set up
by Lynda and Ruth using contact information provided
by David Pivin. They will then decide how to proceed
when they get it.

New Business

» David Sebesta - Condolences to David’s Friends
and Family. We have announced this in the eUpdate
and on FB and will publish any further info when we
get it. It is possible to have a remembrance at the
MAD

 Transfer of LocSec duties - takes place
automatically.

» Review of Parliamentary Procedures cheat sheet,
Motions documents are available for reference.

« Status of GPM dining groups - Discussion regarding
Mensa Dine Out. Questions asked about who has the
authority to bar a member or guest from attending.
That is at the sole discretion of the host per Mensa
and GPM Policy.

 Credit Union - We need to add Treasurer Jim
Delton and other appropriate signatories to account,
obtain debit cards. Motion to add the following
individuals to the OneAZ CU account as approved
signatories, and to remove the ones not so listed.
LocSec, Marni Landry; Treasurer Jim Delton; GPM
Event Coordinator, Peter Costantino; Editor, David
Pivin (existing). (David Sebesta and Christopher Ingle
no longer serve in office) Seconded by Gene
Holmerud. Motion passed at 3:00 PM. Marni to create
a cover letter and people will meet to sign at a
designated CU branch as soon as possible.

» PO Box - UPS possibly with a monthly charge but
cheaper at the PO. Jim to setup a PO box, Priest-
Elliot possible. Motion to open PO box by Richard
Morris, Treasurer to determine location. Gene
seconded. Motion approved at 3:11 PM. This will
have to be used for our CU account.

» PayPal account - Close Mel’s gpm.gatherings
account make the new one official:
treasurergpm@gmail.com

» Reimburse Sebesta estate for scholarship fund -
don’t know if it was sent, Chris has another check
also to be sent to the estate. Need to establish
contact with the Executor.

Officer Reports

Treasurer - Chris & Jim are working on transition.
Chris made his last update. All account information
sent to LocSec and Jim. Accounts are up to date.
Total funds $12,577.49, Checking $12,522.49,
Savings $55.00.

MAAM Editor - Updated GPM User’s Manual to fix
broken links and re-issued as rev 2.1 July 2023.
ISComm - Fixed broken links on GPM site.
Parliamentarian - Good Job, Marni docs for Roberts
Rules of order. There seem to be some issues at
AMC with Ombudsman leaving Mensa.

LocSec - Here | am, | will do my best.

All others - NTR.

Comments from Members or Guests

* Rachel - sent condolences and offered to help in
any way with Marni’s new role.

+ Richard - Marni you will do fine!

« Jen Guy - Has taken over many of Region 9 GYCs.
84 members <18 yrs. First meeting yesterday with
lots of interest. Lynda joined that meeting. Found a
contact for a student looking for a reference to a
Nuclear engineer for career info.

Next Meetin
13 August 2023, 2:00 PM at Member Appreciation
Day

Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn by Gene, Judy seconded. Motion
passed at 3:39 PM.

August 13, 2023

The meeting was called to order at 2:47 PM at Hilton
Garden Inn, Member Appreciation Day. Present were
LocSec Marni Landry; AsstLocSec Gene Holmerud
(to be appointed); Treasurer Jim Delton; Recording
Secretary and MAAM Editor Dave Pivin; Members at
Large Lynda Zeise, Seth Forester, Judy Herrmann;
Member Chad Anderson, Ruth Forester; Guest Pete
Costantino, Zoe Forester.

~

Approval of Minutes

ExCom Meeting, 9 July 2023 - Motion to Approve by
Lynda Zeise. Jim Delton seconded. Motion passed at
2:49 PM.

Old Business
* Asst. LocSec open position - Gene Holmerud
volunteered, Lynda moved to appoint Gene, Judy
Herrmann seconded. Passed at 2:52 PM.
» Status of check owed to Sebesta estate - Chris said
check has been resent enclosed in a new envelope.
» PO Box Address - for the record. Has already been
added to eUpdate and MAAM Digest mailing and
GPM Website.

Greater Phoenix Mensa

PO Box 11931

Tempe, AZ 85284
« Debit card status - Marni needs to get her card.
Pete, Dave and Jim have theirs.
+ Scholarship funding check received (clarify year) -
Check sent, but was it in arrears or this year’s check?
Need to clarify. Jim will do it

New Business

* RVC 9 Rachel Kibler - Event request 1/19/24 or
1/20/24 MAD moved by me Gene seconded.
Discussion to clarify and amend to have MAD on Jan
20 weekend in conjunction with her visit. Firm up next
time. Dave Pivin to coordinate.

» Find GPM standing banner - | have one. That’s it.

» Testing coordinator Steve Broe status - Steve is
getting the ball rolling by contacting existing proctors,
proposing a test mid-October. Possible backup action
to have all testing directed to private testing with
some provision to offset cost. Tabled any action
based on Steve’s activity and result.

» Game night request for funds - Chris wants to
purchase some new Mind Games games. 3 games
for $100 plus 4 more games to replace worn out/
damaged and storage. Jim Moved to appropriate
funds of up to $250. Judy Seconded. Motion to
amend motion for amount by $350 by Gene, Lynda
seconded. Passed at 3:25 PM.

» Update National Website officers - email to Becky
Folger by Marni

+ Scholarship chair, application deadline 8/15. Motion

October - November - December 2023

Delton. Gene seconded. Passed at 3:28 PM.

« Actions related to Mensa fall promotions: $1
practice tests, free prior evidence, 2 price testing.
David to send out notice to Prospect list and include
our October test if scheduled.

Officer Reports

Treasurer - Total funds $13,325.00, Checking
$13,270.00, Savings $55.00.

All others - NTR.

Comments from Members or Guests
» Pete Lynn Floyd has passed away. Pete will
contact to get possible Remembrance info for MAAM.

Next Meeting
10 September 2023, 2:00 PM via Zoom
Teleconference.

Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn by Gene, Judy seconded. Motion
passed at 3:41 PM.

September 10, 2023 (pending approval)

The meeting was called to order, delayed due to
Zoom issues at 2:11 PM via Zoom Teleconference.
Present were LocSec Marni Landry; AsstLocSec
Gene Holmerud; Treasurer Jim Delton; Recording
Secretary and MAAM Editor Dave Pivin;
Parliamentarian Gene Holmerud; Members at Large
Judy Herrmann, Seth Forester; Members Richard
Morris; Guest Pete Costantino

Approval of Minutes

ExCom Meeting, 13 August 2023 - Motion to
Approve by Gene Holmerud. Jim Delton seconded.
Motion passed at 2:14 PM.

Old Business

» Scholarship fund - All paid up. Judy had resigned as
chair.

» Appoint new scholarship chair - Tabled till next
month.

* MAD Event - 01/20/2024 Late morning with RVC9
Rachel Kibler format TBD.

» Testing coordinator and proctor status - Test is a go.
Announcement Sept 15 for Oct 21. Post in FB page.

» Canceling and reissuing Sebesta’s reimbursement
check - Done

New Business

MAD 081323 Debrief & Hospitality meeting recap -
limited negative feedback, overwhelmingly positive.
We should recognize Carol Stubbs the Margarita
Queen who paid for the liquor and setup.

MAD 081323 expense report - Total of $1800 spent.
Thanksgiving 2023 Planning - To be held at the
hotel? Last time was $2200 food cost.
Brainstorming ideas on how to do it. Pete and Jim
will research a new location over concern for
parking cost. Decision to schedule depending on
cost of site. Pete suggested the Humanist Center in
Mesa. Gene motion to create T-day committee, Jim
seconded. Passed at 2:44 PM. Motion to authorize
$200 work with on securing location by Gene, JIm
seconded. Passed at 2:48 PM

Adopt a mile Volunteer Day - Schedule for next one
October 22 Marni will put together an
announcement to be published.

Officer Reports

Treasurer -MAD and Scholarship were major items.
Check to Sebesta done. Total funds $12,529.50
Checking $12,474.50. Savings $55.00.

MAAM Editor - GPM Quarterly will go out at the end
of the month.

» LocSec - When next in-person? Possibly October 8
at Burton Barr? [Burton Barr was booked changed
the day to Saturday the 7th]

Next Meeting

8 October 2023, 2 PM via Zoom Teleconference
[changed after adjournment [ultimately changed back
to Zoom on October 8th]

Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn by Gene, Jim seconded. Motion
passed at 2:59PM

to appoint Judy Herman as Scholarships Chair by Jim
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RVC9 Article - August 2023
From Rachel Kibler, RVC9

Happy August, Region 9! | hope this makes it into the
newsletters; recovering from the excitement that is
the Annual Gathering (AG) had me delay writing this.
It was fantastic party, and if you haven’t been, |
highly suggest you look into going next year in
Kansas City! The talks at the AG were excellent, the
evening activities were fun, and | ate crab every day
| was in Baltimore (yum)! Kansas City will, obviously,
be about barbecue.

The next opportunity for a party is Orange County’s
Regional Gathering (RG) over Labor Day weekend.
The tickets are close to selling out, so make sure
you register soon! http://ocmensa.org/2023-regional-
gathering/ to register. It'll be excellent.

I’'m planning a day of virtual leadership development
workshops (LDWs) for September 30 and October 1.
Usually, LDWs only happen in person at gatherings,
so this is a great opportunity to learn how Mensa
works and how to lead in Mensa without having to
leave your home! Your local group will get credit for
you attending, and they’re open to everyone, not just
current leaders of the local groups.

We've lost a local leader recently. I'm devastated to
say that David Sebesta of Greater Phoenix Mensa
passed away unexpectedly. He was at the helm of
Phoenix for many years, and he did a lot of good
things there. He will be missed by all of us. He had
been working on succession planning, and Phoenix
is in good hands, but his mark on the local group will
be felt for many years to come.

Succession planning is important, and we still need
volunteers at the local and regional level. If you're
interested in (eventually or immediately) stepping
into a leadership role, please reach out to me. You
can contact me at rachelregion9@gmail.com. We
have many opportunities to serve!

RVC9 Article - September 2023
From Rachel Kibler, RVC9

Happy September, Region 9! As you read this, I'm in
California with Channel Islands Mensa for an event
and Orange County Mensa for their Regional
Gathering (RG). This is my favorite bit of Mensa,
getting to meet people and hear their stories. | hope
to visit the two groups in Arizona in January, and I'll
be at Greater Los Angeles Area Mensa’s (GLAAM)
RG in February!

The national board elections are coming up. If you'd
like to run for office, please let me know! The board
(the American Mensa Committee, or AMC) is
comprised of five national officers — chair, first vice
chair, second vice chair, treasurer, and secretary; ten
regional vice chairs (RVCs, that's my role!); and four
appointed officers — membership, marketing,
communications, and the director of science and
education (the head of the Mensa Foundation is
almost always this role). Please let me know if you'd
like to put your name in the ring for any of these. If
you have leadership experience within Mensa, you
are doubly welcome!

September 30th and October 1st will be a weekend
of leadership development workshops (LDWs).
These will run the gamut from gifted youth programs
to how to run a local group to how to run effective
meetings to the history of Mensa. It’'s going to be an
exciting weekend. There’s no need to sign up, but
keep an eye on your Mensa emails for the Zoom link
and schedule! Your local group will get Jewel points
for your attendance.

Speaking of Jewel awards, congratulations to San
Diego Mensa and Orange County Mensa for their
Jewels (San Diego: ruby; Orange County: sapphire)!
Local group Jewels recognize and reward local
groups’ membership-related activities and for their
active participation in all that Mensa has to offer to
positively impact the experience of the local group
members.

As always, my emails are open:
rachelregion9@gmail.com. Be kind to each other!

October - November - December 2023

RVC9 Article - October 2023
From Rachel Kibler - RVC9

How is it already October? Well, happy fall, Region
9! The leaves are changing for some of us, but most
of y’all get gorgeous weather year-round. My dog
gets exhilarated by the cool weather, and he does
his “zoomies” when he comes in from the cold.

In addition to the Jewel awards | mentioned last
month, a couple of our members received honors of
the highest sort. Angie Mattson, from Orange County
Mensa, has received Testing Coordinator of the Year
for the second time! Simone van Egeren, from San
Diego Mensa, received the Distinguished Service
Award, which is given to someone for service to
Mensa on a national scale. In this case, Simone
received it for her work as our national historian.
Please congratulate these remarkable women the
next time you see them.

I’'m excited to attend Greater Los Angeles Area
Mensa’s (GLAAM) Regional Gathering (RG) in
February! If you haven't already registered, you can
find more information here:

https://www.glaam.org/regional-gathering/
stargazing-2024/. | hope to see you there!

My trip to California to have dinner with Channel
Islands Mensa and attend Orange County Mensa’s
RG was delightful. | had a very gracious host in
Channel Islands, William Noack, who showed me
around, and almost 10% of the group showed up for
dinner! Orange County threw a great party, thanks to
John Olsen, Nikki Smith, and Valerie Spear. Meeting
with members is the best part of being the Region
Vice Chair.

It's that time: if you are interested in getting involved,
all you have to do is reach out! Your local group will
thank you, and if you want to serve on a national
committee or at the regional level, let me know! You
can email me at rachelregion9@gmail.com.

Be kind to each other, engage with each other, and |
hope to see you soon!

Remembering David Sebesta
GPM LocSec 2020 - 2023

The basics are mundane. David was a graduate of
MIT and worked as a Team Lead at Deloitte. But
there was so much more to the man that covering it
in the limited space here would be impossible.

While he was also involved with Intertel, GPM is
most grateful for his leadership during the most
stressful period in our history. Dave took the position
of Local Secretary just as COVID-19 was hitting its
stride as an epidemic, and he managed GPM
through the epidemic and out the other side. In doing
so he made GPM one of the few Local Groups that
kept largely up to strength. And to make sure the
forward momentum continued, David had the nerve
to approve making the 2022 Regional Gathering, ‘Up
From The Ashes,’ free to all members and guests.
That very effectively put a cat among the pigeons in
other local groups.

David honed his knowledge base on Pub Trivia
nights, effectively shutting it down by his team
winning nearly EVERY TIME. (Them again? I'm not
playing!) Extending the competition to the national
level, David’s team ‘Phoenix Phive’, placed Second
in this year’s Culture Quest competition. It’s difficult

to say that any one team member is the captain of a
team on which each of the five are the smartest on
the team, but let it be enough to say David’s
contribution was substantial.

It may be that he will be missed most for his
personality. Anyone who has been on the receiving
end of one of his quips, often under his breath,
understands this. He also had an unplumbed
capacity for margaritas. With salt.

Our deepest condolences go to his family, and most
especially to his fiancée, Amy. We are all less for his
passing.

Full Obituary at Dignity:

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/
obituaries/scottsdale-az/david-sebesta-11365634

GPM held a memorial during their Member
Appreciation Day, Sunday, July 13th, starting at 1:00
PM at the Hilton Garden Inn Phoenix Midtown, 4000
N Central Av, Phoenix.
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Mensa Acronyms & Calendar
AG: Annual Gathering (convention)
AMC: American Mensa Committee
(Nationally elected/appointed Officers)
AML: AmericanMensa,Ltd. (National
Office Employees)
ASIE: Action Still In Effect (Existing AMC
or GPM policy)
ExCom: Executive Committee GPM
Greater Phoenix Mensa
LDW: Leadership Development Workshop
LocSec: Local Secretary/President
M/Ms: Mensan/Mensans
MERF: Mensa Education & Research
Foundation
MIL: Mensa International, Ltd.
NO: NationalOffice
RG: Regional Gathering
RVC: RegionalViceChair
SIG: Special Interest Group
SIGHT: Service of Information,
Guidance and Hospitality to Travelers

Calendar Event Codes
MO: Mensans, guests and prospects only.
ME/P: GPM Event, public welcome.
PE/M: Public event, Mensans welcome.
GYP: Event hosted by our Gifted Youth
Program to support our youth members,
families and guests.

IMPORTANT NOTE: As of the time this
calendar was printed, the following
information was current. For more current
information and updates, please go to the
website:
http://lwww.phoenix.us.mensa.org/

COVID-19 UPDATE
All upcoming GPM Calendar events have
been restarted and no longer have any
precautions. If you have any questions,
contact the event host listed in the
calendar. ExCom meetings continue to be
held using Zoom. All members are
welcome to join these virtual meetings.
Details may be found below and online in
the GPM Live Web Calendar.

Weekly Event Details
ME/P - Whine and Dine Happy Hour,
Wednesdays 5 - 7 pm - Location varies,
1st Wed. - Arriba Mexican Girill, 1812 E

Camelback Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85016 2nd -
Streets of New York, 214 E Camelback
Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85012, 3rd - George
Yang’s Chinese Cuisine, 6048 N 16th St,
Phoenix, AZ 85016. 4th - Frasher's
Smokehouse, 3222 E Indian School Rd,
Phoenix. AZ 85018, 5th - Manuel’s
Mexican Restaurant 2820 E Indian School
Rd. Phoenix AZ [Subject to change in
other 5-Wednesday months], Contact Bill
Taylor otherbill60@hotmail.com

Monthly Event Details
2nd Sunday
« MO - Executive Committee (ExCom), 2
- 3 pm via Zoom Teleconference or at
the Hilton Garden Inn Midtown, 4000 N.
Central Ave, Phoenix. MEMBERS ARE
ALWAYS WELCOME!

2nd Tuesday

« ME/P - Ahwatukee M Happy Hour, 5:30
- 7:30 pm Join us for a drink, a meal
and stimulating conversation. Michael
Riordan, PHXRiordan@gmail.com
480.335.9890. Every second Tuesday
at CK's Tavern & Girill, 4142 E Chandler
Blvd, Phoenix, AZ 85048

4th Friday

« ME/P - Mensa Forum, (on extended
Hiatus) 7 - 8:45 pm Topics Vary.
Paradise Valley Town Hall, 6401 E
Lincoln Dr, Paradise Valley, AZ 85253.
Contact Forum Coordinator, Jim Delton,
jimntempe@yahoo.com for info.

« ME/P - Post Forum Debriefing, (on
extended Hiatus) 9 - 10 pm - Humble
Pie Pizza, 6149 N Scottsdale Rd,
Scottsdale, AZ 85250. Contact Forum
Coordinator (above) for info.

3rd Saturday

« MO - Mensa Dine-Out - 7:00 - Closing
Location Varies Each Month. For
October 21st, join us at 7PM at
Keegan's, 3114 E. Camelback Rd. in
the Biltmore Plaza for an evening of
good food and conversation. RSVP to
Ellen Milner at elsbells417@yahoo.com
before October 17th to reserve your
place. We welcome newcomers and
visitors to give this event a try. We're a

October - November - December 2023

very friendly group. AE - Adult Event.

4th Saturday

+ MO - 6:00 to 11:00 PM - Original Games
Night! Owl is $2.00 per person. SO,
WBC. New host, Chris Ingle may be
contacted at
christopher.ingle@yahoo.com or by cell
at 520-240-9810 for detailed directions
to location near Baseline Rd and Loop-
101 in Tempe.

GPM Virtual Meetiings

While all events have resumed in-person
meetings, the ExCom and two regular
virtual events continue. This might be a
good time to try and join one of these
meetings. They are attended well by many
GPMers you already know. Full details on
how to join are available on our web site:
http://phoenix.us.mensa.org/Info/
index.html

Sundays at 6:00 PM

VIRTUAL IDEA EXCHANGE discussion
group. You may propose anything of
interest to you. We discuss the topic(s) of
most interest. A book, movie, news item,
TV report, idea - ANY TOPIC of your
choice. Join Zoom Meeting (visit the
detailed link above for details) Pete
Costantino, pete@usa1944.com, will run
this meeting. Audio and Video required for
participation. Contact: Jim Delton,
jimntempe@yahoo.com. Feel free to email
Pete (cc Jim) with your proposed topics.

Saturdays at 3:00 PM

MENSA / INTERTEL VIRTUAL HAPPY
HOUR - Even introverts get tired of being
by themselves after a while! Are you
getting tired of only talking to your pets?
Connect virtually with other introverts on
Zoom! (visit the detailed link above for
details) Use the Zoom app, or use Zoom
in your browser, or use the audio on your
smartphone. Just follow the links on "Join
Zoom Meeting". Audio and Video required
for participation. BYOB - Bring Your Own
Beverage, Contact Judy Herrmann,
MensaDinner@gmail.com.

Greater Phoenix

MENSA

Greater Phoenix Mensa publishes a quarterly newsletter, the
GPM Quarterly, which contains the basic informaiton
required by GPM Bylaws and the American Mensa Editors
Handbook. The GPM Quarterly is available as part of
membership in Mensa at no cost to the member.

Office of Publication is:
PO Box 11931
Tempe, AZ 85284

POSTMASTER - Send address changes to:
Greater Phoenix Mensa
PO Box 11931
Tempe, AZ 85284

Mensa requires the official newsletter to publish a calendar
listing, election information, referenda and bylaws proposals,
Treasurer's Reports, and Ombudsman's official comments
and findings.

MENSA is an international society in which the sole

requirement for membership is a score at or above the 98th
percentile on any of a number of standardized intelligence
tests. Mansa is a not-for-profit organization whose main

purpose is to serve as a means of communication and

assembly for its members. Mensa® is registered at the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office as the collective mark of an
international membership association.
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