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GPM Quarterly - Second Paperless Issue

Welcome to the GPM Paperless
Newsletter Beta Test

With the concurrence of GPM ExCom and Mensa
Communications Officer we have embarked on a trial of
mailing the GPM Quarterly only to those members with
“Special Circumstances,” i.e. no computer or the ability to use
one. All others who select “Print” as their newsletter
preference will receive a link to the Printable Document

Format (PDF) version and join those who have selected
“electronic” as their newsletter preference.

This program will continue for the 2025 calendar year and will
be reviewed by the AMC before continuing in 2026. This test
will result in a savings to GPM of over $2,400/year, since we
currently print around 400 copies mailed to GPM members
four times a year.

...continued on page 3, "Paperless”
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Ahwatukee M Happy Hour (Second Tuesday)

Mike Riordan phxlaw@mac.com
Original Games Night! (Fourth Saturday)

Chris Ingle christopher.ingle@yahoo.com
East Side Dine Out (First Thursday)

Les Rees lesrees@yahoo.com
Mensa Dine Out (Third Saturday)

Ellen Milner elsbells417@yahoo.com
Whine and Dine Happy Hour (Third Wednesday)

Bill Taylor otherbill60O@hotmail.com
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Member Appreciation Day April 13, 2025

Many of you already know about this because you got a postcard in
the mail in February. In an effort to reach all GPM members we sent
out a card announcing the next Member Appreciation Day on Sunday
April 13th with an opportunity to register via an online form. We had a
great response, so much so that we had to increase the number of
members and guests to the full capacity (100) of the hotel meeting
room and get the budget amended by the ExCom. If you have already
registered, you're in. If not, registration for this event is now closed
because we are at full capacity.

Treasurer's Report FYTD as of 28 March 2025

Income 11,363.03
Expenses 8,01132
CU GPM General Account 10,791.49
CU GPM Savings 55.00

Total $10,846.49
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GPM ExCom Minutes
Submitted by Barbara Dabul, Recording Secretary

The ExCom meets the 2nd Sunday of each month
primarily by Zoom Teleconference or at the Burton
Barr Central Library, 1221 N Central Ave, Phoenix, AZ
85004, at 2 PM. (Consult GPM Live Web Calendar for
actual location or Zoom link)

ALL MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED
AND INVITED TO ATTEND

January 12, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 2:01 PM as a
Zoom teleconference. Present were LocSec Marni
Landry; Asst LocSec Gene Holmerud; Recording
Secretary Alan Gore for Barbara Dabul; MAAM Editor
David Pivin; Treasurer Jim Delton; Parliamentarian
Richard Morris; Members at Large, Judy Herrmann
Seth Forester, and Laura McGirr; Guest Pete
Costantino.

Approval of Minutes

ExCom Meeting, 8 Dec, 2025 - Motion to Approve by
Laura McGirr, Dave Pivin seconded. Motion passed
at 2:02 PM.

Old Business

¢ 2025 Nominating Committee - Jim moved to
appoint Chris Ingle, Laura seconded, Approved/

* 2025 RG Chair - No responses to request for Chair.
Les Rees has volunteered to help. Richard: Marni
suggests waiting one more month.

New Business

¢ Digital MAAM - Gene: Since we have the ability to
tell which emails were opened, do we have stats?
Apparently 19 copies were rejected from a Roster test
out of the 700 mailing. Death may account for some
of these cases. We can only remove such cases if the
Roster from NO reflects. Monthly, about half the
emails are opened and 80% of the membership do
not participate in anything.

 Discussion of costs of contacting all members by
various methods. Laura: despite the high cost of
postal mailings, we should do it once a year to make
sure everyone is notified. Pete: The mailing is only
formally to notify of one event, the low participation
rate indicates that a more basic problem exists. Jim:
Agrees with Laura but wold like to narrow case to the
‘lost’ nonresponsive members and make the card
itself more attractive.

* Marni: What should be our next event? Laura: MAD
envisioned for April, would be budgeted at about
$4000. Richard: Is the implication that a modest
turnout at such an event means too high a price per
attendee. Pete: It would be unfair to speakers to have
them come to an event with a limited number of
attendees. Dave: The Forum is an example of a low-
attendee event, yet it seems to persist. Mailings of all
kinds, meanwhile, are mostly ignored. The public is,
whether we like it or not, an electronic market.
Richard: Likes the postcard suggestion; shall we
make a motion, get second from people who actually
want to participate. Laura: Retracts her suggestion

* Marni moves that we try the postcard idea To
advertise one specific but currently unnamed event.
Motion passed.

 Stolen tables at Mini RG: Pete lent two personal
tables, and they were stolen overnight, total $100.
Marni: Moved by Richard and Jim, motion approved.
Marni: Wants to have GPM participate in Adopt-a-
Road.

Officer Reports

¢ Treasurer - Jim D:

— Mail Chimp email - $41.08

— Other Expenses are:

— T-Day/MAD Reim (Ck# 2005) - $39.74
— Fed Withholding $.18

— Recurring Income is:

— Dues from National — $973.36

— Dividend from CU - $0.77

— Refunds from TDay/Mad returns $18.40 + $56.79
+$69.95 - $145.14

— Balance in GPM Accounts = $9,708.81
— Anticipated expenses for January are:
— $41.08 for Mail Chimp.

— Forum Lunch - $30.00

Stolen Property Reim: $100.00

— Anticipated balance at end of December is:

— $9,709 + $900 (dues) - $171 (anticip)

* MAAM Editor - Dave: Discussion of digital MAAm,
as reported. Mensa Connect discussions show that
national recruitment, lack of interest in planning
events, etc. are similar to GPM’s own problems in this
regard. AMC is regarded as dysfunctional.

* RecSec - Barbara should be recovered by next
month.

* All others - NTR.

Comments from Members or Guests
* Pete Appreciates the candid discussions of MAD.

Next Meeting
February 9, 2025, 2:00 PM by Zoom Teleconference.

Adjourn

Motion to Adjourn by Gene, Jim seconded. Motion
passed at 2:53PM.

February 9, 2025

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 PM as a
Zoom teleconference. Present online were LocSec
Marni Landry; Recording Secretary Barbara Dabul;
MAAM Editor David Pivin; Treasurer Jim Delton;
Assistant LocSec Gene Holmerud; Parliamentarian
Richard Morris; Members at Large Judy Herrmann,
Laura McGirr, and Seth Forester; Guest Pete
Costantino.

Approval of Minutes
ExCom Meeting, 12 Jan 2025 - Motion to Approve by
Gene. Jim seconded. Motion passed at 2:04 PM.

Old Business

* April MAD Approval - Laura submitted proposal,
now linked in documents.

* Gene moves to approve proposal, David P
seconds.. Laura: Hotel found, [link]

* Dave and Laura have a postcard for to submit to
Excom for approval

* Marni notes date as Apr 13, is this acceptable?
David P questions whether whitespace on postcard
can be used somehow.

* Motion to approve MAD postcard and proposal
passes at 2:15 pm. Laura: Can sign contract this
week.

New Business

* RVC Candidate petitions may be created until April
4, 2025 on the Special Election 2025 Portal election
on 5/27/25.

Officer Reports

* Treasurer -

— Recurring Expenses are:

— Mail Chimp monthly - $41.08

— Other Expenses are:

— Forum Reim (Ck# 2006) - $63.64

— Fed Withholding - $0.20

— Recurring Income is:

— Dues from National — $835.28

— Dividend from CU - $0.85

— Refunds: None

— Balance in GPM Accounts = $10,440.02

— Anticipated expenses for February are:

— Mail Chimp email - $41.08

— Forum Lunch - $58.92

— Stolen Property Reim: $100.00

— Deposit on Upcoming MADish event: $2,000
— Anticipated balance at end of February is:
— $10,440 + $900 (dues) - $2200 (anticipated
expenses) = $9,140

* LocSec - Apparent reach out to a Prescott new
member, possible family signup for MAD..

* All Others: NTR.

Comments from Members or Guests

* Barbara: Can we have a place to offer free items,
as for the Clark Jones estate at last MD. Pete:
Perhaps defer this to Thanksgiving because of limited
hotel space.

* David S: Forum time not given in GPM Update.
David P: Time is the same every month, but perhaps
should list it.

Next Meetin
March 9, 2025, 2:00 PM via Zoom Teleconference.

Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn by Marni, David seconded. Motion
passed at 2:37 PM.

March 2, 2025 - Special Meeting

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 PM as a
Zoom teleconference. Present online were LocSec
Marni Landry; Recording Secretary Barbara Dabul;
MAAM Editor David Pivin; Treasurer Jim Delton;
Assistant LocSec Gene Holmerud; Parliamentarian
Richard Morris; Members at Large Judy Herrmann,
Laura McGirr, and Seth Forester; Guest Pete
Costantino.

New Business

* April 13 Member Appreciation Day Additional
Funding.

* Laura: Extra $1200 Would be needed to register
more people over limit

» Pete: Moves to go to 100 registrations regardless of
cost.

* Jim moves, Laura seconds: Approve expansion of
places to 100. Passed 2:06 PM

* Laura: Will give final count by 3/31, ten days before
* Dave P: Will put info in update for this week.

Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn by Marni, Jim seconded. Motion
passed at 2:08 PM

March 9, 2024 (pending approval)

The meeting was called to order at 2:01 PM as a
Zoom teleconference. Present online were LocSec
Marni Landry; Recording Secretary Barbara Dabul;
MAAM Editor David Pivin; Treasurer Jim Delton;
Assistant LocSec Gene Holmerud; Parliamentarian
Richard Morris; Members at Large Judy Herrmann,
Laura McGirr, and Seth Forester; Guest Pete
Costantino.

Approval of Minutes

ExCom Meeting, 9 February (and 2 March Special
Meeting) - Motion to Approve by Richard Morris.
Laura seconded. Motion passed at 2:02 PM.

Old Business

* MAD Update- Laura: Registrations now at 85

* Discussion of recognizing Life Members, longest-
term member, etc.

* Discussion of possible candidates for next year’s
officers

* Nomination Committee Update - Discussion of who
among those present might run.

New Business

* Request for new Forum computer - Discussion of
replacing the Forum computer and the two other
Excom laptops. It was decided to hold off until year
end.

Officer Reports

Treasurer - February Recap:

Recurring Expenses:

— Mail Chimp monthly - $41.08

Other Expenses:

— Theft Reimbursement - $95.28

— Alphagraphics Post Card Mailing — $673.83
— Doubletree Deposit MAD April - $500.00
— Fed Withholding - $0.18

Recurring Income:

— Dues from National — $841.12

— Dividend from CU - $0.76

Balance in GPM Accounts = $9,971.53
Anticipated expenses for February:

— Mail Chimp email - $41.08

— Forum Lunch - $60.00

Anticipated balance at end of April:
$9,971.53 + $1,800 (dues x2) - $5,471.53
(anticipated expenses*) = $6,300

*MAD balance paid, Mailchimp, misc

..."March Minutes" continued on Page 3
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RVC9 Article - February 2025
From Jon Gruebele, First Vice Chair

You have no doubt heard that your Region’s
RVC is no longer eligible to serve pursuant to a
decision made by the national Hearings
Committee. Going forward, your RVC should
be replaced by a Regional Coordinator
nominated by your Region’s LocSecs.
Hopefully that should happen sometime next
month.

Meanwhile, you may be lacking an RVC article.
I've been asked to provide a replacement for
your consideration, which is attached. I'd be
honored if you could include it in your
newsletter.

If you have any questions, please feel free to
reach out.

Thanks and best regards,
Jon Gruebele

February RVC9 Article

We’ve had some big changes on the American
Mensa Board of Directors (AMC). Pursuant to
a complaint, the national Hearings Committee
determined eight Regional Vice Chairs (RVCs)
and two appointed officers should be removed
from their offices and be prohibited from
serving in any capacity — including local and
regional positions — for a number of years.

The announcements from our Chair Lori Norris
and the Hearings Committee are posted on the
national website under Lead -> Board of
Directors.

Since you may not be seeing your usual RVC
newsletter article, I've been asked to help keep
members informed. There have been many
questions raised since the announcements
were made:

How will this affect me? You probably won’t
notice a difference. Your local group can still
offer dinners, game nights, and various
outings. Several Regional Gatherings and the
Annual Gathering in Chicago are proceeding
apace. Special Interest Groups (SIGs) and
online events will continue. You'll still get your
Bulletin and Local Group newsletter.

How does the hearings process work? The
process is outlined in our bylaws (I1X.5). It's
designed to have respected, disinterested
parties hear the evidence and make a
decision. Normally that’s our three most recent
past Chairs, currently Deb Stone, Timmy King,
and LaRae Bakerink. These are people our
members elected to lead the entire
organization, so presumably they have the
wherewithal to conduct a hearing that'’s fair to
both parties. Each side is afforded the
opportunity to be represented by counsel,
present evidence, and question witnesses. The
Hearings Committee is fully independent of the
AMC.

Why weren’t more details released?
Hearings were long ago made confidential to
protect all parties in the process. If someone is
unjustly accused, they don’t want their name
broadcast to the world and forever be
associated with something they didn’t do.
Conversely, victims shouldn’t be required to

give up their anonymity to seek redress. That’s
particularly important for people who may have
been subject to things like sexual harassment.
A public hearings process can feel like a
second violation.

Who will represent me on the AMC?
Members vote in each election for up to 6
representatives: Chair, First Vice Chair,
Second Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, and
RVC. Four of the six are still working to serve
you, and a new Second Vice Chair was
appointed by the AMC in December.
Meanwhile, LocSecs are working to nominate
Regional Coordinators (RCs) to represent you.
RCs have the same rights and responsibilities
as RVCs, but due to New York state law, they
don’t have a vote on the AMC. They will serve
until elections for new RVCs can be held, likely
later this year.

What can | do? Renew your membership.
Continue to enjoy the friendships and
experiences Mensa offers. Sign up for the
Chicago Annual Gathering in July. Volunteer to
host an event. Join a SIG. Encourage a smart
friend to join. Have some fun.

Floreat Mensa!

Comments? firstvicechair@us.mensa.org.

RC9 Article - March 2025
From Jay Friedlander, RC9
Hi Region 9,

My name is Jay Friedlander, and I'm the new
Regional Coordinator for Region 9. This is a
non-voting bridge position leading up to the
RVC elections in April, for which | am also a
candidate.

| was a 12-year Ombudsman for Greater Los
Angeles Area Mensa. On that note, | am
pleased to announce the appointment of Eldon
Romney of Utah Mensa as our new Regional
Ombudsman. Eldon brings ten years of
experience as our National Ombudsman, and
is an American Mensa Distinguished Service
Award winner. I'm excited to work with Eldon
going forward.

| am also GLAAM’s outgoing RG Chair (with
Madeline Walker), and our chapter just
completed another enjoyable and successful
Regional Gathering. Looking forward to San
Diego Mensa’s RG over their traditional
Memorial Day weekend.

Are you looking to get RG’s started in your
chapter again? I'm happy to advise, and share
what I've learned over twenty years on our RG
committee. Some advice on starting local
events? As the co-founder, more than twenty
years ago, of the International Diners Club
(with Danielle Hanne), which is still ongoing
today, | am happy to advise there as well.

One important mission of American Mensa is
to bring in new members and young members
to pass the torch and carry on Mensa’s great
traditions. GLAAM just appointed their new
Young Adult M’s coordinator, and hopefully in
time, all our chapters will find the right
candidates to lead those efforts.

And about that RVC election? We are
currently in the petition process to place
candidates on the ballot for the full time RVC 9
position. If you would like to see voting
representation on the AMC board for Region 9
again, | hope you will sign my petition, so | can
appear on the ballot, along with any other
candidates who might step forward. You can
follow the path at Us.Mensa.org to Elections
underneath the LEAD tab > Board of Directors
(AMC). Or you can go to this direct link.

https://www.us.mensa.org/lead/amc/elections/
candidate-petitions/petition-signatures/?
id=D8918BC8-2A67-4152-
A223BF8DDFDE7643

Thank you,

Jay Friedlander

Regional Coordinator - Region 9
RC9@us.mensa.org

...Paperless - Continued from Page 1
New Newsletter Process

Each Quarter we will continue to upload the GPM
Quarterly to the AML web site and will publish a link
to that PDF in the eUpdate and send a notice to
members who provide an email address for AML to
use in their profile.

We will still mail out a print copy to those with
“Special Circumstances,” as defined in the
December 2024 issue of MAAM, One of two criteria
must be met:

1. Permanent lack of a computer or mobile device
and the inability to access one.

2. Inability to use a computer through disability, age,
or illness.

To enroll as a Special Circumstances member,
contact GPM Editor by phone, 602-677-6129 or mail
to PO Box 11931 Tempe, AZ 85284.

Feedback

We're excited to be the first Local Group to use this
concept and looking forward to hearing your
feedback. Contact Dave Pivin, GPM Editor at
editor@phoenixmensa.org, or by phone, 602-677-
6129 or mail to PO Box 11931 Tempe, AZ 85284.

...March Minutes - Continued from Page 2

* MAAM Editor - Update e-lists monthly, note that
Roster still contains deceased Life Members. Only
one person requested a printed mailing; everyone
else's was satisfied with the email contact.
LocSec - Scheduled Dr Rhode for picking up MAD
trash

Comments from Members or Guests

« Pete - Would RG planning be easier if we
scheduled only one speaker per time slot?
 Richard - Only reason we have 3 RG tracks is
tradition. RG needs only two skilled positions at
minimum. (Organizer, program chair)

* Dave - The venue is the most problematic.

Next Meeting
13 April, 2025, in-person at MAD

Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn by Gene, Jim seconded. Motion
passed at 2:53PM.
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Mensa Acronyms & Calendar
AG: Annual Gathering (convention)
AMC: American Mensa Committee
(Nationally elected/appointed Officers)
AML: AmericanMensa,Ltd. (National
Office Employees)
ASIE: Action Still In Effect (Existing AMC
or GPM policy)
ExCom: Executive Committee GPM
Greater Phoenix Mensa

LDW: Leadership Development Workshop

LocSec: Local Secretary/President
M/Ms: Mensan/Mensans

MERF: Mensa Education & Research
Foundation

MIL: Mensa International, Ltd.

NO: NationalOffice

RG: Regional Gathering

RVC: RegionalViceChair

SIG: Special Interest Group

SIGHT: Service of Information,
Guidance and Hospitality to Travelers

Calendar Event Codes
MO: Mensans, guests and prospects only.
ME/P: GPM Event, public welcome.
PE/M: Public event, Mensans welcome.
GYP: Event hosted by our Gifted Youth
Program to support our youth members,
families and guests.

IMPORTANT NOTE: As of the time this
calendar was uploaded, the following
information was current. For more current
information and updates, please go to the
website:

http://www.phoenix.us.mensa.org/

Monthly Event Details

2nd Sunday

* MO - Executive Committee (ExCom), 2 - 3
pm via Zoom Teleconference or at Burton
Barr Central Library, Rm A.

EXCOM ZOOM LINK:
https://lzoom.us/j/920288844027
pwd=aThvSIIVai9KQm02b0ZobWVYY
Xc4UT09

MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

2nd Tuesday

* ME/P - Ahwatukee M Happy Hour, 5:30 -
7:30 pm Join us for a drink, a meal and

stimulating conversation. Michael Riordan,
PHXRiordan@gmail.com 480.335.9890.
Every second Tuesday at CK's Tavern &
Grill, 4142 E Chandler Blvd, Phoenix, AZ
85048

2nd Wednesday

ME/P - Whine and Dine Happy Hour, 5 - 7
pm - Location: Manuel’'s Mexican Restaurant
2820 E Indian School Rd. Phoenix AZ. It will
be necessary to RSVP Bill Taylor by noon
Tuesday, the day before, as to whether you
are coming or not, at
otherbill60@hotmail.com, so he will be able
to make reservations for the actual number
attending.

2nd Thursday

ME/P - East Side Dine-Out - 6:00 PM to 8:30
PM - For April, Join us at Zola Cultural
Kitchen, 6209 E. Main St, Mesa AZ 85205
This event is for Mensa and Intertel
members. They may each bring one guest.
RSVPs due by Tuesday, April 8.
lesrees@yahoo.com RSVP in the headline,
please, or phone or text 480-476-2458

4th Thursday

ME/P - Mensa/Intertel Lunch Out - 1:00 PM
to 3:00 PM - For April, Location TBD RSVPs
due by Tuesday April 22 to
lesrees@yahoo.com RSVP in the headline,
please. You may also phone or text 480-476-
2458. Again, RSVP in the text.

2nd Saturday

ME/P - GPM Forum 2025, 10:00 AM to
Noon. For April, the forum will be part of
GPM's Member Appreciation Day program
that is currently sold out. For May and June
it will resume at the usual Location: Burton
Barr Central Library, 1221 N Central Ave,
Phoenix, AZ 85004, Room A. Doors open
10:00 a.m. The program starts at 10:30.
Seating is limited. Questions and RSVP to:
forum@phoenixmensa.org Mensans,
guests, and the public invited. Forum
Coordinator, Greg Pitz at
forum@phoenixmensa.org for more info.

3rd Saturday

MO - Mensa Dine-Out - 7:00 - Closing. For
April, Join us at The Dubliner Irish Pub, 3841
E. Thunderbird Rd., 85032 on Saturday,
April 19. (Location Varies Each Month.)
RSVP to Ellen Milner at elsbells417@
yahoo.com before the Thursday before to
reserve your place. If you were a previous

no show who didn't let me know, priority will
go to those who did.We welcome
newcomers and visitors to give this event a
try. We're a very friendly group. AE - Adult
Event.

4th Saturday

* MO - 6:00 to 11:00 PM - Original Games
Night! Owl is $2.00 per person. SO, WBC.
New host, Chris Ingle may be contacted at
christopher.ingle@yahoo.com or by cell at
520-240-9810 for detailed directions to
location near Baseline Rd and Loop-101 in
Tempe.

GPM Virtual Meetiings

While all events have resumed in-person
meetings, the ExCom and two regular virtual
events continue. This might be a good time to
try and join one of these meetings. They are
attended well by many GPMers you already
know. Full details on how to join are available
on our web site:
http://phoenix.us.mensa.org/Info/index.html

Sundays at 6:00 PM

VIRTUAL IDEA EXCHANGE discussion group.
You may propose anything of interest to you.
We discuss the topic(s) of most interest. A
book, movie, news item, TV report, idea - ANY
TOPIC of your choice. Join Zoom Meeting (visit
the detailed link above for details) Pete
Costantino, pete@usa1944.com, will run this
meeting. Audio and Video required for
participation. Contact: Jim Delton,
jimntempe@yahoo.com. Feel free to email
Pete (cc Jim) with your proposed topics.

Saturdays at 3:00 PM

MENSA / INTERTEL VIRTUAL HAPPY HOUR
- Even introverts get tired of being by
themselves after a while! Are you getting tired
of only talking to your pets? Connect virtually
with other introverts on Zoom! (visit the detailed
link above for details) Use the Zoom app, or
use Zoom in your browser, or use the audio on
your smartphone. Just follow the links on "Join
Zoom Meeting". Audio and Video required for
participation. BYOB - Bring Your Own
Beverage, Contact Judy Herrmann,
MensaDinner@gmail.com.

Greater Phoenix

MENSA

Greater Phoenix Mensa publishes a quarterly newsletter, the
GPM Quarterly, which contains the basic informaiton
required by GPM Bylaws and the American Mensa Editors
Handbook. The GPM Quarterly is available as part of
membership in Mensa at no cost to the member.

Office of Publication is:
PO Box 11931
Tempe, AZ 85284

POSTMASTER - Send address changes to:
Greater Phoenix Mensa
PO Box 11931
Tempe, AZ 85284

Mensa requires the official newsletter to publish a calendar
listing, election information, referenda and bylaws proposals,
Treasurer's Reports, and Ombudsman's official comments
and findings.

MENSA is an international society in which the sole

requirement for membership is a score at or above the 98th

percentile on any of a number of standardized intelligence

tests. Mansa is a not-for-profit organization whose main

purpose is to serve as a means of communication and

assembly for its members. Mensa® is registered at the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office as the collective mark of an
international membership association.
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